
Timpani

Tuning the Timpani and Fixing Stuck Pedals

1. Dampen the middle of drum with a wallet or small 
cloth, then gently strike the playing area near each 
lug with a hard timpani mallet. If pitches are the 
same, move to step 3. 

2. Tighten or loosen pairs of lugs that need to be 
adjusted using 1/4 turns. Remember, If you adjust 
one lug you must adjust the other directly across 
from it. (Refer to Diagram below)

3. Once all lugs are the same pitch, lower pedal to 
see how close it is to the fundamental lowest pitch. 
(See Below) Adjust as needed.

4. If pedal sticks up, loosen tension knob 
(counterclockwise). If pedal sticks down, tighten 
tension knob (clockwise).
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Tuning, Fixing Rattles and Playing Zones

Rattles
• Tighten every nut and bolt on the bass drum 

stand.
• Remove drumhead and take out all “foreign 

objects” from inside the bass drum. 
Tuning
1.  Using the back of a bass drum mallet, tap near 

each lug to ensure each lug is resonating the same 
fundamental pitch. Tighten or loosen pairs of lugs 
as needed.

2. Tune the playing side to a pitch between the lowest 
C and G on a piano. The exact pitch isn't as 
important for the bass drum as the timpani. More 
than likely, you will need to tighten this head. 

3. Repeat step one for the resonating head (the one 
you do not play on). Tune this head to a minor 3rd 
below the playing side.

Playing Areas

Staccato

General Playing

Dampening 
Area

Tuning and Dampening

1. Turn drum upside down on stand, loosen snares, 
and slide drumstick underneath snare wires. 
Balance the drumstick on the rim. This will keep the 
snares out of your way when tuning the bottom 
head.

2. Using the same techniques as before, tune the 
bottom head (snare side) to around A=440. Like 
the bass drum, this is just a rough estimate.

3. Remove the drumstick, flip the drum right side up, 
and tune the top head to a minor third above the 
bottom head.

4. Turn the snare strainer on and tighten the screw 
until the snares are firm against the bottom head.

Dampening Tips
Quick Fix - Plastic Card and Tape

• Attach one end of a piece of tape to the rim of 
the drum and the other to a plastic card.

The Classier Approach - 1”x4” Felt and fishing line
• Cut a small hole in the felt and slide the fishing 

line through. 
• Tie fishing line around a lug so it hangs freely.
• Take on and off batter head as needed.
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